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THE FOCUS IS FOR SERVICE MEMBERS & FAMILIES, VETERANS, RETIREES & SURVIVORS  IN THIS ISSUE 

PIERRE, S.D. – Gov. Dennis Daugaard 
has proclaimed May  as “National 
Military Appreciation Month,” a time  for 
all to honor, remember, recognize and 
appreciate those who have served in the 
past and those now serving, as well as 
their families. 

“The vigilance of the members of the 
Armed Forces has been instrumental to 
the preservation of freedom, security 
and prosperity enjoyed by the people of 
this great nation,” the Governor’s 
proclamation states. “The success of the 
Armed Forces depends on the dedicated 
service of its members and their 
families.” 

National Military Appreciation Month 
includes:  Loyalty Day on May 1, Victory 
in Europe Day on May 8, Military Spouse 
Appreciation Day on May 12, Armed 
Forces Day on May 20 and Memorial Day 
on May 29. 

“It is certainly fitting to dedicate a 
month to consider all of the ways that 
members of our armed forces both past 
and present have earned and preserved 

our American way of life,” said Adjutant 
General Timothy Reisch, Secretary of 
the South Dakota Department of the 
Military. “We also honor in a special way, 
the many contributions and tremendous 
support of our military family members 
without whom our service would be 
impossible.” 

The days provide an opportunity to 
honor, remember, recognize, and 
appreciate those who serve and have 
served.  These men and women 
continue to play a major role in the 
development of our country 
documented through a history of 
uncompromising honor, dedication to 
duty and genuine love of country, 
according to South Dakota Veterans 
Affairs Secretary Larry Zimmerman. 

“The month of May provides a great 
opportunity to remember, honor and 
pay tribute to our nation’s heroes – 
heroes who set aside their personal 
safety to defend and protect their 
family, their community and their nation 
from those who would threaten our way 

of life,”  said Larry Zimmerman, 
Secretary of the South Dakota 
Department of Veterans Affairs. “These 
men and women step forward every day 
to train, fight and defend our freedoms.” 

 

2017 South Dakota Military Youth 
Camps registration 

Pages 6-7 

 

Story and program Information 

  

May is Military Appreciation Month 

 
Mission: Service Member & Family Support 
enhances and empowers the lives of our 
customers with consistently exceptional 
service & support. 

Service Member and 
Family Support 

Phone: 1-800-658-3930 
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Please take a moment to complete a survey to 
help Service Member & Family Support (SMFS) 
increase our efficiency and the effectiveness of 
the services we provide. 

We recognize our customers, you, have very 
diverse preferences and needs. 

By asking you what those preferences and 
needs are, we can provide pertinent 
information on resources in a manner that you 
wish to receive it. 

Please take a few minutes to answer these 
questions honestly and provide any additional 
feedback to help US serve YOU better. 

Hyperlink to Survey 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/HCPLXHL  

  

May 12, 2017 
 

Honoring the 153rd 
Engineer Battalion 
and their families. 

 
Please wear a red shirt  

to show your support! 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/HCPLXHL
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2017 Service Member 
Family Support State 
Family and Youth 
symposium  
 

Was host to three international 
speakers who connected with the 
audience on an emotional level by 
sharing personal stories of 
determination, challenges, family 
support and triumph through 
adversity against overwhelming 
odds.   
Opening the symposium with 
“Zap the Gap!” was Meagan 
Johnson.  She helped us navigate 
the challenging generational 
waters and embrace a 
multigenerational workforce.  
Johnson, a generational expert, 
gave the audience a chance to not 
only laugh at their own 
generation (and the other ones) 
but flourish in the presence of 
others. 
“No matter the generation or 
where an individual is in life, the 
skills being taught at the 
symposium are applicable in our 
personal and professional lives,” 
said Maj. Quenten Johnson, 
deputy director SMFS. The adult 
trainings gave the attendees 
some methods to be able to set 
and accomplish goals, effectively 
communicate across generational 
gaps, and to have resilience as life 
sets them back.    
 
In separate age appropriate 
training sessions, youth and 
adults learned how to recognize 
destructive behaviors such as 
bullying and sexual assault. The 
trainings looked at both the face 
to face and the emerging social 

media context of preventing / 
protecting ones family from these 
destructive behaviors. “This 
training can also roll over into an 
individual's work life in identifying 
and preventing an unhealthy 
workplace” said Johnson.  “This 
year's symposium has two facets: 
First we are teaching how to 
identify and prevent destructive 
behaviors within the family. 
Second we are looking at setting 
and accomplishing goals as a 
family and personally.” 
 
Trav Bell, the Bucket List Guy, 
challenged the audience to live 
their bucket list before it’s too 
late. According to Trav, “A bucket 
list is a tangible life plan…where 
our careers should fit into our life 
plan and not be the other way 
around.” Many people start to 
compile their bucket list when 
they get bad news, and feel they 
only have a short time to live life 
to its fullest.  “Why wait,” he 
challenged the audience, “aren’t 
you worth living your bucket list 
now?”  
 

 
 
The keynote speaker, Melissa 
Stockwell, kept them on the edge 
of their seats. Stockwell served 
our country as a very proud 
member of the U.S. Army in Iraq, 
where she nearly made the 
ultimate sacrifice. She was the 

first woman to lose a limb in 
active combat and for her 
services to our country, she was 
awarded the Bronze Star & Purple 
Heart. Since then she has turned 
herself into a World Champion 
athlete, in fact a three-time 
World Champion who once again 
proudly represented her country 
as a member of Team USA at the 
2008 Paralympic Games in 
Beijing, China. And again, just a 
few months ago at Rio 2016 
Paralympic Games, where she 
won the Bronze Medal in a USA 
sweep in the sport of Para 
triathlon. She is the co-founder of 
the nonprofit sport group 
‘Dare2Tri’ through which she has 
helped hundreds of other people 
living with disabilities not only 
return to sport, but more 
importantly build confidence, 
self-esteem and renewed passion 
for living. 
By the end of the symposium it 
was evident the training provided 
was not only for personal 
development, but professional 
development and was selected to 
challenge people to make 
positive change in their lives. 
  
Watch for the dates and locations for 

the 2018 Family and Youth 

Symposium to be published in early 

July.    
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The award ceremony during the symposium brought together more than 100 adults and youth where volunteers who 
support our military members and families were recognized. 
 

Guard Family of the Year Award: 
 

(ARMY) The Ernster Family, Matthew, Stacy, Dylan, Adison, Braden, and Braxton. 
(AIR GUARD) The Vanderwolde Family, Ed, Deanna, Nicole, and Brooklyn. 

 
Volunteer of the Year Award 

 
(ARMY) Jennifer Kranz FSC 147th FA 

(AIR GUARD) Melva Hilmoe 
 

Military Member of the Year Award 
 

(ARMY) SFC Paul Mausbach, HHC 139th BSB 
(AIR GUARD) CMSgt Jeanne Gacke 

 
Extra Mile Award (Retiree) 

 
(ARMY) Bill Hoffman FSC 153rd EN 

 
Unit of the Year Award 

 
(ARMY) 155th EN Co. Rapid City & Wagner 

(AIR GUARD) Rising Six 
 

Youth Volunteer Award: 
 

Trevor Bartunek, Youth Council 
 

Youth Development Volunteer Award: 
 

(AIR GUARD) Blake Parke 
 

Family Program Community Purple Award 
 

Rolling Thunder Chapter 2 of Brookings 
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Warriors Never Give Up (WNGU) kicked off our 2017 mission of changing the lives of our nation’s heroes 
through our outdoor adventures in February by hosting our first-ever ice fishing event south of Bristol, SD. 
“Heroes on the Hardwater” is the brainchild of professional walleye angler and WNGU board member, Dan 
Geiken. Dan’s passion for the outdoors uniquely aligns with our vision of giving back to our nation’s heroes 
and his enthusiasm has spread like a wild fire within the community of professional walleye anglers and 
guides. 

 The simple idea of giving back to those who have sacrificed so much and the generosity of time given to us 
by our passionate partners and volunteers makes our events special, rewarding, and life-changing. This 
amazing God inspired event was courtesy of land owner, Robert Duerre, who knows the sacrifices our 
nation’s heroes have made, as he proudly served during the Vietnam War. 

 “Heroes on the Hardwater” began the day before as our volunteer guides pre-fished Duerre slough south of 
Bristol, SD in hopes of finding a honey hole that would put our hero participants right on top of the fish. After 
punching several holes, fishing, and scanning our private oasis for that perfect spot, most of the volunteer 
guides settled on a small piece of property south of the slough. Houses were set up for our heroes, who would 
arrive the following day.  

 Sharing a common bond for the outdoors and its natural affinity for healing, our 10 combat Vietnam 
veterans and one Gold-Star brother of a Vietnam hero along with our volunteer guides departed for the ice in 
a caravan of excitement, past a sea of American flags as co-founder Brett Bastian saluted our heroes in honor 
and appreciation. Each beautiful flag, powered by freedom, and the early winter breeze, waved in harmony 
as our “hero” fisherman and guides settled in for a memorable day. With our veterans comfortably in their ice 
shacks waiting for the next strike, board members, Dan Geiken and Troy Fox, started the BBQ tantalizing 
those close by. The others remained in their shacks tending their lines, as they enjoyed delivery service of 
hot, off the grill lunches. The afternoon hour was filled with conversations and friendly fishing competition, 
with plenty of fish being caught by all. As the sunset drew near, Dan Geiken, Troy Fox, and some of the 
volunteers cleaned fish as our nations heroes gathered around to share fish tales for the day and the common 
bonds that unite them. As the group departed for the Webster VFW, for an old fashioned fish fry, a solitary 
flag remained as a reminder that days such as these are celebrated by courage of those brave few that were 
willing to fight and defend it.   

This simple idea of giving back that began over prayer and coffee has spread like a wild fire to become a 
recognizable volunteer non-profit veteran service organization that we take pride in. Since its inception, we 
have humbly served over 300 Veterans and their families with no plans of stopping. With God in control, 
along with our diverse and passionate Board of Directors, our amazing volunteers, and our generous sponsors 
and partners, I believe the sky is the limit to what can be accomplished. 

 An amazing adventure of faith, hope, renewal, change, and healing awaits all involved. Join our Warriors 
Never Give Up team and let's change the lives of our nation's heroes one outdoor adventure at a time.  

We have 8 other events set for this year. Visit our website at www.warriorsnevergiveup.org at the bottom of 
the page you can sign up for our events. 

Brett Bastian, Co-founder 

Troy Fox, WNGU Board Member 

WarriorsNeverGiveUp.org  

Healing heroes through outdoor adventures 

http://www.warriorsnevergiveup.org/
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The Transition Assistance Advisor 
(TAA) Program serves Active and 
Reserve Component service members of 
ALL branches of the military AND 
Veterans who have dedicated 
themselves to serving our nation, often 
at great personal sacrifice. The 
program’s principal role is to provide 
direction to Reserve Component service 
members so that they can secure all 
benefits, entitlements, and services 
earned through their military service 
with the compassion of someone who’s 
been there. 

You may not need assistance at this 
time, but you may have a friend or 
family member that could use some 
assistance.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Common services provided are:  

- Requesting Military Service records 
- Enrollment into the VA Healthcare  
- Counseling on Education Benefits 
- Supporting deploying and returning 

units 
- Employment 
- Tricare  
- State specific benefits  
- Navigating local, state and federal 

programs 

I am a current service member in the 
SDARNG, an OEF-Afghanistan veteran, 
former full-time Soldier, education 
counselor and will put to use my skills 
and relationships to ensure your needs 
are met. 

Contact your TAA today at  
605-737-6669 or 
christian.m.johnson.ctr@mail.mil  

T   
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Focus 

 

Service Member and Family Support 
South Dakota National Guard 

2823 W. Main St, Rapid City SD 57702 

1-800-658-3930 

  

We  
We also recommend that you like and follow us on Facebook as we continuously 
update new and exciting information.  
 
Have suggestions of thing you would like to see in a future issue of the focus?  
Please contact us! 

 

Did you know? 

mailto:christian.m.johnson.ctr@mail.mil
http://www.facebook.com/sdfamilyassistance
http://www.facebook.com/sdfamilyassistance
http://www.facebook.com/sdfamilyassistance

